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In the news 


E Andy Bell, a spokesman 
for the Missouri Highway 
Patrol, said a 7-year-old boy 
and his 6-year-old brother 
died east of Kansas City, 
when the older brother got 
access to a car and drove it, 
eventually losing control 
and driving off the road. 


H Jolie King, 40, a nurse 
from Alexandria, Va., plead- 
ed guilty to stealing pain- 
killers from the Veterans 
Affairs urgent care clinic 
where she worked by log- 
ging into a narcotics supply 
cabinet using a patient’s 
name, saying she took the 
drugs for her own use, ac- 
cording to prosecutors. 


E Radim Schreiber, a 
firefly photographer, is 
collaborating with the 
nonprofit Discover Life in 
America to offer a virtual 
firefly event on YouTube 
after the annual lottery to 
see the synchronous fire- 
flies of the Great Smoky 
Mountain National Park 
was canceled because of 
the coronavirus. 


E Chris Hayward, the 
police chief in LeRoy, NY., 
said a big-rig driver took 
off during a traffic stop in 
the town and led police on 
a circuitous chase in which 
he made U-turns, rammed 
cruisers and fired at offi- 
cers, stopping only when 
they shot and killed him. 


E Alain Berset, the Swiss 
health minister, announced 
new measures in that coun- 
try that will allow prosti- 
tutes — whose practice is 
legal in Switzerland — to 
return to work, but contin- 
ues to prohibit other activ- 
ities and sports involving 
close physical contact such 
as judo, boxing and wres- 
tling. 

E Darryl Williams, a po- 
lice captain in Phenix City, 
Ala., said there is no crim- 
inal investigation into the 
death of Brandon Lee Van- 
dyke, an employee at the 
Phenix Lumber Co. who 
died when he got caught in 
a wood chipper. 


E Hassan N’Dam, a for- 
mer middleweight boxing 
champion, gave the staff at 
the Villeneuve-Saint-Georg- 
es hospital free 30-minute 
boxing lessons to repay the 
French hospital workers 
that cared for his father-in- 
law through his bout with 
covid-19. 


E Rong Sun, 34, of Fayette- 
ville, Ga., pleaded guilty to 
importing an unregistered 
pesticide from Japan and 
selling it in the U.S. on eBay, 
claiming that it would help 
protect individuals from vi- 
ruses, according to federal 
prosecutors. 


E Remona Dailey, 28, of 
Northport, Ala., is charged 
with hindering prosecution, 
accused of helping two pris- 
oners by giving them a ride 
after they escaped through 
the Tuscaloosa County jail’s 
roof with a third prisoner, 
county sheriff’s officials 
said. 
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Violent protests persist across U.S. 


arkansasonline.com/531Ir/. 


Protesters throw fireworks at police officers Saturday evening as they block Interstate 630 during 
a protest in downtown Little Rock over the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis. More photos at 


(Arkansas Democrat-Gazette/Stephen Swofford) 
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Gov. Tim Walz of Minne- 
sota activated thousands of 
additional National Guard 
troops to send to Minneap- 
olis but declined the Army’s 
offer to deploy military po- 
lice units, as demonstrators 
returned to the nation’s 
streets Saturday. 

Tense protests over the 
death of George Floyd and 
other police killings of black 
people grew Saturday from 
New York to Tulsa to Los 
Angeles, with police cars set 
ablaze and reports of injuries 
mounting on all sides. 

“Let’s be very clear, the 
situation in Minneapolis is 
no longer in any way about 
the murder of George Floyd,” 
Walz said. 

Walz, a Democrat, ac- 
knowledged that officials 
had underestimated the 
demonstrations in Min- 
neapolis, where despite a 
newly issued curfew, people 
burned buildings and turned 
the city’s streets into a smol- 


See PROTESTS, Page 12A 


‘Trump urges tougher 
reply, use of military 


In LR, rally 
near Capitol 
turns violent 


ARKANSAS 
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 


Protests took a vi- 
olent turn Saturday in 
Little Rock, with win- 
dows smashed in some 
buildings across from 
the state Capitol, and 
the Arkansas State Po- 
lice firing tear gas to 
dislodge protesters who 
had shut down Inter- 
state 630 for the second 
time during the day. 

Some car windows 
were reported smashed 
in the area of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Drive 
and I-630, and at least 
one police officer was 
hit with rocks as he at- 
tempted to protect prop- 
erty in that area, accord- 
ing to police spokesman 
Eric Barnes. Barnes said 

See RALLY, Page 13A 


Protests 


stir fear 


of virus’s spread 


Crowds aren’t socially distancing, 
using masks, Minnesota official says 
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LOS ANGELES — The 
protests sweeping across 
US. cities after a black man 
died in police custody in 
Minnesota have sent shud- 
ders through the health com- 
munity and elevated fears 
that the crowds will lead to 
a new surge in cases of the 
coronavirus. 

Some leaders appealing 
for calm in places where 
crowds smashed storefronts 
and destroyed police cars 


in recent nights have been 
handing out masks and 
warning demonstrators that 
they are putting themselves 
at risk. 

Minnesota’s governor 
said Saturday that too many 
protesters weren’t socially 
distancing or wearing masks 
after heeding the call earlier 
in the week. 

The demonstrations over 
the killing of George Floyd, 
who died after a white Min- 
neapolis officer is seen on 
video pressing a knee in- 

See VIRUS, Page 10A 


Women dressed like characters from The Handmaid's Tale demon- 
strate Saturday against government restrictions outside the Mas- 
sachusetts Statehouse in Boston. More photos at arkansasonline. 
com/531 virus/. 

(AP/Michael Dwyer) 


HISTORIC FLOODING: ONE YEAR LATER 
After 2019 disaster, levees remain in disrepair 


Most rebuilding of structures awaits funding, leaving some residents vulnerable 


EMILY WALKENHORST 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

Owners of levees on 
the Arkansas River are still 
awaiting repairs for damage 
inflicted by historic flooding 
in spring 2019, which they 
expect collectively will cost 
millions of dollars. 

Work has been done in the 
interim at many of the levees, 
such as installing new flap 


gates to control water flow, 
but some haven’t been able to 
begin needed repairs. 

A damaged levee can 
threaten a community and 
breach within hours, but it 
takes much longer to rebuild 
a levee. 

Damage must be assessed 
and confirmed; engineering 
and design must be planned; 
regulatory compliance must 


be ensured; contracts must 
be signed; workers must ob- 
tain rights of entry on pri- 
vate land; and money must 
be found, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers officials say. 

For many levee owners 
in Arkansas, money arrived 
only this year so repairs ha- 
vent begun. That still leaves 
residents who were hurt last 
spring unprotected in the 


event of more flooding. 
Levee owners and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers told 
the Arkansas Democrat-Ga- 
zette that the odds of record 
flooding like last year’s hap- 
pening again were low, and 
noted that the levees, though 
damaged, still held up fairly 
well last year. Corps officials 
also noted levee damage isn’t 


See LEVEES, Page 11A 


Arkansas 
virus-case 
rise tops 

200 again 


State trend noted 


since early May 


DALE ELLIS 
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE 

As Arkansas lifts restric- 
tions on more and more 
areas of daily life, a down- 
ward trend in coronavirus 
infections that began near 
the end of April has been 
trending back up since the 
second week of May. 

On Saturday, Arkansas’ 
coronavi- ——— 
rus cases 
rose by 236, 
to 7,014, 
marking 
the third- 
straight day 
of new cas- 
es in excess 
of 200. The 
state record- 
ed 239 new 
cases Friday 
and 261 Thursday. 

The number of deaths 
rose by one, to 133, ac- 
cording to data provided 
Saturday by the Arkansas 
Department of Health. Ac- 
tive cases rose by 15 from 
the previous day, to 1,714, 
and recoveries increased 
from 4,946 reported the 

See ARKANSAS, Page 10A 


Full coverage 
of coronavirus 
arkansasonline. 
com/ 
coronavirus/ 


Successful blastoff starts 
a new era of space travel 


SpaceX delivers astronauts into orbit 
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CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
— A rocket ship built by Elon 
Musk’s SpaceX company 
thundered away from Earth 
with two Americans aboard 
Saturday, ushering in a new 
era in commercial space 
travel and putting the United 
States back in the business 
of launching astronauts into 
orbit from USS. soil for the 
first time in nearly a decade. 

NASA's Doug Hurley and 
Bob Behnken rode skyward 
aboard a white-and-black, 
bullet-shaped Dragon cap- 
sule on top of a Falcon 9 


rocket, lifting off at 2:22 p.m. 
from the same launchpad 
used to send Apollo crews to 
the moon a half-century ago. 
Minutes later, they slipped 
safely into orbit. 

“Let’s light this candle,” 
Hurley said just before ig- 
nition, borrowing the words 
used by Alan Shepard on 
America’s first human space- 
flight, in 1961. 

The two men are sched- 
uled to arrive today at the 
International Space Station, 
250 miles above Earth, to join 
three crew members already 
there. After a stay of up to 
four months, they will come 

See LAUNCH, Page 9A 
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The SpaceX Falcon 9 roars to life Saturday on Pad 39-A at the Kennedy Space Center, carrying NASA 


astronauts Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken aboard the Dragon crew capsule toward a docking today 
with the International Space Station. More photos at arkansasonline.com/531 spacex/. 


(AP/Chris O’Meara) 


